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Read the short story.  Then answer each question. 
 

Alien Money 

Zander was hard at work growing food for himself and his neighbors. The 
food was floating, and as he walked by he looked at each plant, pointed his 
laser at it, and the laser gave the plant what it needed. That was the easy 
part. The hard part was how much walking he had to do! 

He heard a knock at his door. It was his neighbor Jules. She was holding 
some cleaning products. 

³Hi, Zander. I jXVW finiVhed making Vome cleaning prodXcWV. Do \oX need 
an\?´ Vhe aVked. 

³Hi, JXleV. I do. Can I geW Vome cleaning Vpra\? I can giYe 
\oX 4 breakfaVW planWV for a boWWle.´ 

JXleV Vaid, ³I haYe enoXgh breakfaVW planWV for WhiV Zeek. 
How about 4 lXnch planWV?´ 

³The\ need a coXple more hoXrV Wo groZ before I can giYe 
Whem Wo \oX. IV WhaW OK?´ aVked Zander. 

³I Whink WhaW¶V OK. IW¶V noW Woo far of a Zalk for \oX, 
righW?´ 

³I Zill bring Whem b\ Zhen Whe\¶re done groZing, I 
promiVe,´ Zander Vaid. JXles knew she could trust 
Zander, so she left the cleaning spray with him and 
went home. 

When Zander came b\ laWer ZiWh Whe planWV, he VWarWed Walking ZiWh JXleV. ³I 
ZiVh Where ZaV an eaVier Za\ Wo geW and giYe oXr iWemV. Trading iVn¶W 
always easy. Sometimes I don¶W haYe enoXgh planWV read\ Wo Wrade, or 
VomeWimeV iW¶V hard Wo agree ZiWh Vomeone hoZ man\ planWV I need Wo 
Wrade for Wheir iWem.´ JXleV agreed. The\ ZenW home Whinking and ZiVhing for 
a way to make their lives easier.  
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Questions: 

1. Who are the characters in the story? 

 _______________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________ 

2. What happens in the middle of the story? 

 _______________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________ 

3. Why might Jules not want to leave her cleaning spray before she gets 
the plants from Zander? 

 _______________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________ 

4. Why did Jules leave the cleaning spray with Zander? How do you 
know? 

 _______________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________ 

5. How would it be easier for Zander and Jules to exchange their items 
with their other neighbors, instead of trading? 

 _______________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________ 
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